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Course 
Name 

Course Description Course 
Requirements 

CORE 
COURSES 

Language Arts 
 

Language Arts 
6 

The sixth grade English/Language Arts course provides a 
balance of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language skills.  Students will progress through the writing 
process as they plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish their 
own specific types of writing.  These writing types include 
arguments, informative/explanatory texts and 
narratives.  Students are required to draw upon and write 
about evidence from literary and informational 
texts.  Because of the focus of writing in most forms of 
inquiry, short research projects are infused throughout the 
year which answer a question, draw on several sources, and 
sharpen the focus based on the research findings.  Through 
their writing tasks, students will recognize variations from 
standard English in his or her own and others’ writing and 
speaking, and use this knowledge to improve their language 
use. 
The sixth grade Reading course teaches essential 
comprehension skills and strategies while students read 
closely and cite evidence from grade-level fiction and 
nonfiction to support an analysis of what the materials 
say.   Students apply skills they learned in earlier grades to 
make sense of longer, more challenging books and 
articles.  This includes learning about how authors try to 
influence readers and then find reasons to support their 
ideas.  Students develop a rich vocabulary of complex and 
sophisticated words and use them to speak and write more 
precisely and coherently.  Including but not limited to skills 
necessary for formal presentations, students develop a 
range of broadly useful oral communication and 
interpersonal skills.  They must learn to work together, 
express and listen carefully to ideas, integrate information 
from oral, visual, quantitative, and media sources, evaluate 
what they hear, use media and visual displays strategically 
to help achieve communicative purposes, and adapt speech 
to context and task. 

NA 

Language Arts 
7 
 

 

 

 

To help students prepare for college and future careers, the 
foundation for 7th grade Language Arts stems from the 
Alabama College and Career Readiness Standards for 
incoming 7th grader who will eventually progress to 8th 
Grade Language Arts.  The content standards focus on four 
specific areas: reading, writing, speaking/listening and 
language.  In 7th grade, students will have the opportunity to 

NA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language Arts 
7 cont. 

develop specific skills that will progress throughout their 
middle and high school careers.  The reading standards 
concern students analyzing literature and informational 
text.  Through this analysis, they will determine how literary 
devices interact, identify central themes, examine author’s 
craft, and support their findings with textual evidence.  In 
writing, student will construct clear and coherent writing in 
the basic modes - narrative, expository and persuasive - 
while being supported through the writing process.  In 
addition, they will be guided through the research 
process.  According to the listening and speaking content 
standards, learning will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussions and presentations.  Students will adapt speech 
to a variety of context and tasks along with analyzing the 
ideas of others.  
Lastly, within the language core, a command of Standard 
English conventions, when writing and speaking will be 
demonstrated, along with acquisition of general academic 
and domain specific words.  These skills will serve as a base 
for learning for the years to come. 

Language Arts 
7/Honors 

The 7th grade Language Arts Honors course will provide 
students with a rigorous curriculum that teaches to the same 
standards as the Language Arts 7 course.  At the honors 
level, however, extended learning activities will require 
students to increase their use of critical thinking skills to 
include analysis, synthesis and problem solving.  The 
curriculum moves at an accelerated pace with a more 
concentrated focus.  Students will be expected to do 
additional reading and work outside of the classroom. 

Placement is determined 
by school staff 
recommendation. 

Language Arts 
8 

To help students prepare for college and future careers, the 
foundation for 8th Grade Language Arts stems from the 
Alabama College and Career Readiness Standards for 
incoming 8th graders who will eventually progress to 9th 
grade English and Composition.  The content standards 
focus on four specific areas: reading, writing, 
speaking/listening and language.  In 8th grade, the reading 
standards concern students analyzing literature and 
informational text in the following ways: supporting with 
specific text evidence, determining and tracing the 
development of a central idea and relating it to other literary 
elements, and summarizing their analysis.  Students will also 
investigate the genre of drama by: 1) breaking down 
dialogue, characters and plot, 2) analyze differences in the 
points of view and its effect on the audience.  Another 
learning target regards students analyzing through 
comparing and contrasting films versus various forms of 
literature, and they will determine how a modern work of 
fiction draws on themes, patterns of events or character 
types from genres of literature.  In addition, students will 
determine the figurative and literal meanings of 
words.  Students will read and comprehend fiction and 
nonfiction literature independently and proficiently by the end 
of the year.  Writing standards for 8th Grade consist of 

NA 



students writing in the narrative, persuasive and expository 
modes.  Students will also be guided through the research 
process and compose a published product of their 
findings.  Furthermore, students will engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on 
grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.  Eighth graders will 
demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  In 
addition, determining or clarifying the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words or phrases will be acquired.  All 
standards will be taught in a progression that reveals student 
mastery. 

Language Arts 
8/Honors 

To help students prepare for college and future careers, the 
foundation for 8th Grade Language Arts stems from the 
Alabama College and Career Readiness Standards for 
incoming 8th graders who will eventually progress to 9th 
grade Honors English.  The content standards focus on four 
specific areas: reading,writing, speaking/listening and 
language.  Reading, writing, speaking, listening and 
collaborative strategies are used purposefully to build 
knowledge and skills and to help students become 
independent readers, writers and thinkers as they transition 
into high school.  The primary goals of the course are to 
foster independent learning, encourage in-depth exploration 
of the content, and develop academic habits of 
mind.  Students will be expected to do additional reading and 
work outside of the classroom setting. 
 

Placement is determined 
by school staff 
recommendation. 

 

Social Science 
 

Social Studies 
6 
 

Sixth-grade content standards focus on the history of the 
United States from the Industrial Revolution to the present. 
Historical events studied by sixth graders include the rise of 
the United States as an industrial nation, World War I, the 
Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War Era. 
Furthermore, the economic, political, social, and 
technological issues and developments from post World War 
II to the present are explored. Emphasis is placed on 
economic, geographic, historic, and civic and governmental 
changes that have influenced every aspect of life during 
these events, including communication and technological 
advances, reorganization of national boundaries, and the 
movement of the United States into the role of world leader.

 

NA 

Civics and 
Citizenship 7 

This course includes geography and 
civics/citizenship.  During the time geography is taught, 
students increase their knowledge of the physical nature of 
the world and the relationships between people and their 
environments.  They also study geography in the context of 
economics, politics and culture.  The curriculum focuses on 
the cultural geography of the Eastern Hemisphere.  During 

NA 



the time that civics is taught, students explore the role of 
citizens in the United States.  The curriculum addresses 
representative democracy, law, personal economics and civil 
responsibility. 

World History 
8 

This survey course is taken by 8th graders and covers world 
history from the beginning of time to the year 1500.  Content 
standards for this grade incorporate the strands of 
economics, geography, history and political science.  The 
curriculum encompasses the migrations of early peoples, the 
rise of civilizations, the establishment of governments and 
religions, the growth of economic systems and the ways in 
which these events shaped Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
Americas.   
 

NA 

Science 6 6th Grade Science is Earth and Space Science.  Science is 
taught with a hands-on approach using AMSTI 
resources.  The main modules we will complete include 
Weather and Climate, Plate Tectonics, the Sun-Earth-Moon 
System, and Planetary Systems.  We will identify global 
patterns of atmospheric movement; learn how Earth's 
surface can change over time; describe the water cycle; 
explain the plate tectonic theory; describe layers of the 
oceanic hydrosphere and lithosphere; describe how Earth's 
rotation, tilt, and distance from the equator cause variations 
in the heating and cooling of various places on Earth; identify 
the moon's phases; describe components of the universe 
and their relationships to each other; and describe units used 
to measure distance in space. 

NA 

Life Science 7 This course focuses on life science.  Students are 
encouraged to develop an appreciation of the importance of 
diversity of life, while simultaneously understanding the 
impact of their roles as individuals in the community of 
life.  Some areas of study include the characteristics of living 
things, functions of organelles, tissues and organs of various 
systems in the body, function of chromosomes and Mendel’s 
laws of genetics.  The focus of this course prepares students 
for biology and other life science courses taken in high 
school.  Students are involved in laboratory experiments for 
a deeper understanding of the concepts. 

NA 

Physical 
Science 8 

This course focuses on physical science.  The scientific 
process is used throughout the year with students 
developing laboratory skills and techniques through 
discovery-oriented experiments.  The curriculum includes the 
study of atoms and bonding, chemical reactions, Newton’s 
laws of motion, potential and kinetic energy, and mechanical 
and electromagnetic waves.  The focus of this course is 
designed to prepare students for the physics and chemistry 
courses taken in high school. 

NA 

Physical 
Science 

The 8th grade Physical Science Honors course will provide 
students with a rigorous curriculum that teaches to the same 

Placement is determined 
by school staff 



8/Honors standards as the Physical Science 8 course.  At the honors 
level, however, extended learning activities will require 
student to increase their use of critical thinking skills to 
include analysis, synthesis and problem solving.  The 
curriculum moves at an accelerated pace with a more 
concentrated focus.  Students will be expected to do 
additional reading and work outside of the classroom setting. 

recommendation. 

Math 6 6th Grade Math reinforces basic mathematical concepts and 
introduces skills that are essential for all 
students.  Concepts, procedures, and vocabulary that 
students will need in order to be successful in upper-level 
algebra and geometry courses are introduced and 
continually practiced.  Students begin with a general review 
of the four basic operations. They are introduced to 
exponents, geometric formulas, algebraic concepts, ratios, 
percentages, and begin to extend previous understanding of 
numbers to the system of rational numbers.  6th Grade Math 
students work extensively with fractions, mixed numbers, 
decimals, and estimating.  Problem solving strategies are 
also an integral part of the curriculum. 

NA 

Math 7 Math 7 is based on the Alabama College and Career 
Readiness Standards for 7th grade.  Content standards are 
organized into five domains: Ratios and Proportional 
Relationships, The Number System, Expressions and 
Equations, Geometry and Statistics and 
Probability.  Students gain a deeper understanding of math 
concepts by narrowing their focus to fewer topics.  They 
master content through reasoning opportunities and 
engaging activities providing a deeper 
understanding.  Teachers will provide a balanced 
instructional approach between discovery and direct 
instruction. 

NA 

Pre-Algebra 
7/Honors 

This course is designed for students who desire the 
opportunity to take Algebra 1 in the 8th grade.  Students will 
be taught the 7th and 8th grade math standards throughout 
the course.  Concepts will include, but are not limited to, 
rational number operations, laws of exponents, multi-step 
equations, algebraic expressions, slope-intercept form, linear 
functions, Pythagorean Theorem, measurement, irregular 
and composite plane figures, data collection and analysis, 
and experimental and theoretical probability.  Students 
successfully completing this course will be considered for 
placement into Algebra 1 as 8th graders.   

Placement is determined 
by school staff 
recommendation. 

Pre-Algebra 8 Pre-Algebra 8 is based on the Alabama College and Career 
Readiness Standards for 8th grade.  Students successfully 
completing this course will take Algebra 1 in 9th grade.  The 
curriculum addresses numerous mathematical concepts 
such as: number theory, laws of exponents, algebraic 
expressions, slope-intercept method, linear functions, 
Pythagorean Theorem, irregular and composite plane 
figures, data collection and analysis, and experimental and 

NA 



theoretical probability.  This course also deepens conceptual 
understanding through the Standards of Mathematical 
Practice.  

Algebra 
1/Honors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Algebra 
1/Honors cont. 

analyzing data and probability.  Students in Algebra 1 are 
expected to apply all skills learned at a higher level of 
rigor.  The semester averages are calculated in the student’s 
high school GPA.  Students who pass the This is a high 
school level course for 8th grade students who successfully 
completed the Pre-Algebra 7 Honors course.  This course 
utilizes a graphing approach and the content addressed 
consists of the following: performing operations with 
numerical expressions while using properties of real 
numbers and order of operations, factoring polynomials, 
factoring algebraic expressions, analyzing linear functions 
from equations, slopes and intercepts, solving multi-step 
equations and inequalities, quadratic functions, and course 
will receive one carnegie unit credit that will go towards high 
school graduation. 

Placement is determined 
by school staff 
recommendation. 

Physical 
Education 6 

The Physical Education program provides each student with 
the opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program 
consisting of skill development, lead up games, team sports, 
and physical fitness activities.  The students receive 
instruction in rules, skills, and strategies associated with the 
different sports as well as learning experiences involving 
physical conditioning activities.  The students will also have 
opportunities to become involved in lifelong activities through 
individual sport units.  The program promotes the spirit of 
cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly 
competition.  The health curriculum is conducted in 
conjunction with physical education.  Its purpose is to 
familiarize students with issues they will encounter during 
their middle school years, which will enable them to make 
choices that will have a positive impact on their health.   

NA 

Physical 
Education 7/8 

The Physical Education program provides each student with 
the opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program 
consisting of skill development, lead up games, team sports, 
and physical fitness activities.  The students receive 
instruction in rules, skills, and strategies associated with the 
different sports as well as learning experiences involving 
physical conditioning activities.  The students will also have 
opportunities to become involved in lifelong activities through 
individual sport units.  The program promotes the spirit of 
cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly 
competition.  The health curriculum is conducted in 
conjunction with physical education.  Its purpose is to 
familiarize students with issues they will encounter during 
their middle school years, which will enable them to make 
choices that will have a positive impact on their health.  

NA 

ELECTIVE 
COURSES 

  



Choir 6 Students begin learning music reading skills, explore music 
history and begin singing in parts.  

NA 

Show Choir 
7/8 

Show Choir is a mixed ensemble that combines the 
movement of dance and singing to perform music from 
various selected eras of musical history. Through this 
course, students will develop greater musicianship, proper 
use of breath support, phrasing, interpretation, postures, 
stage presence, and the other important musical 
disciplines.   

By audition and 
recommendation of the 
Show Choir Director. 

Beginner 
Band  

Students will learning to read music, maintain and care for 
an instrument and play instrument.  The band teacher will do 
specific activities with students to help them determine which 
instrument is best suited for them.  Students will be 
responsible for providing their own instrument 

NA 

Intermediate 
Band 

This class builds on concepts learned in the Beginning Band 
course. 

Completion of Beginning 
Band course 

Marching 
Band 

This class builds on the concepts learned in the first two 
years of band.  It also provides time for students to join and 
practice with students at BHS who are also in Marching 
Band. 
 

Recommendations are 
made by the Band 
Director. 

Skills 
Development 
6 

The basis of this class is The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
Teens.  Character traits mentioned in the book are dissected 
through reading and discussion amongst the class.  In 
addition, students learn how to be more efficient in a 
classroom setting. This class helps students become a better 
learner, son/daughter, and citizen. 

NA 

Technology 
Skills 7 

Keyboarding is a course designed to teach students how to 
use the computer as a business and personal tool through 
the use of office software. Appropriate software for database 
management, word processing, graphics, and spreadsheets 
will be used. Students will learn to use the Internet, and they 
will be given assignments in which searching the Internet will 
be required. During the first 9 weeks of the course, students 
will focus on keyboarding skills, such as correct finger 
placement, memorization of keys and ergonomic principles. 

 

NA 

Academy 
Exploration 
7/8 

This course is designed to teach students about the different 
academies offered at Boaz High School through project-
based learning.  The class offerers career awareness, 
academy pathways, and other opportunities to explore each 
academy so that students can make wise and informed 
decisions when creating their four-year plan. 

NA 

Career Prep A The Career Preparedness course focuses on three 
integrated areas of instruction - academic planning and 
career development, financial literacy and 
technology.  Course content ranges from college and career 

Required 



preparation to computer literacy skills to ways to manage 
personal finances and reduce personal risk.  The area of 
technology is designed to be interwoven throughout course 
instruction.  Mastery of content standards provides a strong 
foundation for student acquisition of skills, attitudes and 
knowledge that enables them to achieve success in school, 
at work and across the lifespan.  Students who pass the 
course will receive a one-half carnegie unit credit that will go 
towards high school graduation. 

Spanish 1 This course will introduce the fundamentals of speaking, 
listening, 
reading and writing Spanish, as well as 
several aspects of Hispanic cultures. Students who pass the 
course will receive one carnegie unit credit that will go 
towards high school graduation. 

Placement is determined 
by school staff 
recommendation. 

 


